
CANINE BRUCELLOSIS: For Vets 
Diagnosis and Treatment 

A dog tests positive on a canine brucellosis  

screening test such as the  

Rapid Slide Agglutination Test (RSAT) → REPORT! 

ARE CLINICAL SIGNS CONSISTENT WITH THE DIAGNOSIS? 

(reproductive abnormalities, uveitis, spinal pain, etc.) 

 
Yes No 

The dog is likely positive, 

treat as a suspect case 

+ 
The dog may be a false positive 

PERFORM CONFIRMATORY TEST SUCH AS  

2-ME RSAT OR AGAR GEL IMMUNODIFFUSION (AGID) 

Positive Negative 

The dog is likely negative 

Repeat test in 4-6 weeks 
- The dog is positive + 

Treatment Recommendations: 

*Sterilization may decrease risk for transmission and 

reduce sites of sequestration 

*Tetracycline & aminoglycoside dual-therapy is well 

documented1-2 

*Combination therapy with enrofloxacin, doxycycline, 

streptomycin and rifampin has been used3 

*Solo therapy with enrofloxacin has been effective4 

*Repeat antibiotic courses may be required and  

         relapse is possible 

 

 

RISK 

ASSESSMENT 

 

EXTEND TESTING 

*Screen intact dogs  

in home or kennel 

*Screen littermates of an 

infected dog 

*Screen puppies from an 

infected mother 

FOLLOW-UP      

           *Monitor for  

return of clinical signs 

indicating relapse 

*Post-treatment testing 

is recommended but 

difficult to interpret  

DISINFECT 

*Dispose of organic debris 

using gloves 

*Treat surfaces with 

bleach or other        

disinfectant 

EDUCATE 

*Discuss zoonotic risks 

   *Seek medical care if     

     flu-like symptoms        

      occur (fever, chills, 

headache, pain)  

*Case-by-case recommendations may be effected by : 

      *clinical severity of disease 

      *response to therapy 

      *zoonotic risks (young, old, pregnant, immunocompromised) 

      *purpose of the dog (pet versus breeding animal) 

EUTHANASIA 

*Euthanasia is warranted to prevent  

        transmission to humans or other dogs 

*Zoonotic risk is higher in young, old, pregnant,  

        or immunocompromised individuals 

*Even with treatment, dogs may shed bacteria  

        for years, and may shed while asymptomatic 

 SPAY/NEUTER 

+ 

ANTIBIOTIC 

THERAPY 
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*A supplemental information sheet is available from the MBAH 


