
 State Vet Update 

M I S S I S S I P P I  B O A R D  

O F  A N I M A L  H E A L T H  
MBAH News & Views 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 0 9  V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  1  

S P E C I A L  
P O I N T S  O F  
I N T E R E S T :  

• Report    

Diseases to 
State Vet 

• Wildebeests 

must now be 
Registered in 
Mississippi 

• Electronic 

Health    
Certificates 
being used 
more   

• “I Care for 

Animals” 
Update 

2008 was a busy year for the Board of Animal Health.  We worked on methods of 
mass depopulation of poultry for our Avian Influenza Response Plan; responded to 
Malignant Catarrhal Fever; participated in hurricane evacuation and pet sheltering dur-
ing Hurricane Gustav; provided training for our Veterinary Response Teams;  imple-
mented certification programs for BVD and Viral Hemorrhagic Syndrome (VHS) ; en-
tered into an agreement with Global Vet Link to allow electronic health certificates, 
electronic EIA Forms and Equine Passports as well as handling our normal regulatory 
duties.  We also completely overhauled our website.  I hope you will take 
the time to visit it, as we have a lot of useful information listed there.  The 
website is http://www.mbah.state.ms.us . None of this would have been possible 
without the help of my staff, our USDA colleagues, Miss. State University and espe-
cially you the practitioner.  

Mississippi Board of Animal Health 
Dr. Jim Watson         Dr. Brigid Elchos                    

MART Training Update 
We are excited to announce we will offer  
American Red Cross Pet First Aid Classes around the 
state.  The class will teach basic pet first aid and pet CPR.  
Instructors will be members of the Mississippi Board of Animal 
Health or veterinarian technicians.  We have purchased a dog 
and cat mannequin with which to practice our skills so class 
sizes are limited.  Class dates will be posted on our website at 
www.mbah.state.ms.us, and sent to our MART database.  All 
classes require pre-registration.   
 
 

MART Volunteer 
walks a dog at  

Fairgrounds Shelter  
during Gustav  

evacuation. 

The Mississippi Office of Homeland Security and the Center for Governmental 
Training and Technology have a number of Incident Command System classes  
scheduled.  These classes are limited to the first thirty (30) individuals who register.   
  
There will be ICS 300 and 400 classes offered and due to the high demand of base 
level training, there will be two ICS 100/200 classes offered in July.  (100 and 200 
are HIGHLY encouraged for MART members).  Look for a class schedule on 
the MBAH’s website.   
 
If you would like to attend, please let Beth know at beth@mdac.state.ms.us.    
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“Infection with the 

causative agent 

(AHV-1) has been 

documented in 

offspring born up 

to 80 months (6.7 

years) after 

infection of     the 

cow” 

On April 18th 2008 my office was notified that a confirmatory test result from the 
National Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL) in Ames, Iowa diagnosed wil-
debeest-associated malignant catarrhal fever (MCF) in a cow from a mixed-use 
operation in Texas.  The disease appears to have resulted from exposure to cap-
tive wildebeests on the same property.  One-hundred thirty-four breeding heifers 
were shipped to Illinois, Arkansas, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Texas. Ultimately 5 animals in 4 states died as a result of this exposure.  Five ani-
mals from this group were shipped to Mississippi were immediately quarantined 
and were ultimately depopulated, however, none of them ever developed clinical 
signs.   

 MCF is a herpes virus, and two strains are known to exist—a sheep-associated 
strain and a wildebeest-associated strain.  Cattle can contract both strains of the 
disease from affected sheep or wildebeests, but do not spread either strain.  The 
sheep-associated strain of MCF is known to occur in the United States.  The wil-
debeest-associated strain of MCF, however, is considered foreign to the United 
States.  Both strains have high fatality rates in cattle.   

Infection with the causative agent (AHV-1) has been documented in offspring 
born up to 80 months (6.7 years) after infection of the cow.  Multiple AHV-1 in-
fected calves (in successive years) have been born to a cow with an in-apparent 
AHV-1 infection.  Not all infected cattle develop clinical signs of MCF; some cat-
tle can develop in-apparent infections for the remainder of their lives, thereby 
risking transmission to any offspring. Therefore, all 134 exposed heifers as well as 
some additional animals at the ranch have been depopulated.   

As a result of the potential loss to the cattle industry due to this dis-
ease, a regulation requiring the registration of all wildebeest in Missis-
sippi was passed by the board in May.     
  

Malignant Catarrhal Fever Outbreak 

M B A H  N E W S  &  V I E W S  

           

It is essential that a veterinary practice have a written disaster plan that includes: 
 
1.  Emergency Relocation of animals 
2.  Medical Record back-up 
3.  Continuity of Operations 
4.  Security 
5.  Insurance and Legal Issues 
    An exerpt from AVMA’s Disaster Preparedness Series 



As part of the National Animal Identification System (NAIS) Implementation Plan, 
the Board of Animal Health is assigning premises identification numbers (PINs) to 
farms in Mississippi.  In addition, we will be phasing in the use of PIN numbers on 
Certificates of Inspection and EIA Test Forms.  Initially we are only requiring the use 
of full 911or physical addresses for consignors and consignees on Certificates of In-
spection.  This will be for all livestock uses of health certificates.   There is no time-
line for requiring the use of PINs on Health Certificates; it will probably take several 
years for that to occur.  In the meantime, please remember that complete physi-
cal (911) addresses are required on all livestock Certificates of Inspection 

for consignee and consignor.   It is no longer acceptable to just have a city and state listed 
as the address..  Certificates of Inspection continue to be the best tool available to animal 
health officials when tracking exposed or diseased animals that move into or out of our state.   
To learn more about the National Animal Identification System go to:  
                                         http://www.mbah.state.ms.us/animal_id/index.html 
 
Electronic Health Certificates and EIA Forms... 
 
A growing number of veterinarians around the country are discovering the benefits of using 
modern technology when issuing Certificates of Inspection (CVI) or EIA Tests by doing it 
electronically.  Electronic systems have the advantages of providing clear  copies for clients, 
saving the information on the computer making it easier to handle certificates for repeat cli-
ents and the forms are sent electronically to the State Veterinarians’ Office eliminating the 
need for keeping up with and mailing in copies.  Electronic CVIs are now available through 
two sources.  The US Department of Agriculture has an online process called Veterinary Ser-
vices Process Streamlining (VSPS) which is free. Global Vet Link is a commercial company 
that offers CVIs and EIA Test Forms for a fee.  While it has the advantage of being free, the 
USDA system has the disadvantage  of only providing large animal CVIs .  The GVL system provides CVIs for large 
and small  animals as well as  EIA Test forms and passports for horses.  If you are interested in the USDA system 
please contact me or Dr. C.P. Nettles at the USDA Office for information on getting set up to use the system. 
You may also go to the VSPS website for instructions at https://vsps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/.  If you are interested in 
using the GVL system you may contact them at 515-296-0860., or go to their website at  
http://www.globalvetlink.com/ for fee information. 
 
Reportable Disease: 
For full list of Reportable Diseases go to:   
http://www.mbah.state.ms.us/disease_programs/reportable_diseases/list_of_reportable_diseases.htm 
 
Call 1-888-646-8731 or Email: jimw@mdac.state.ms.us 
 If in doubt about a particular disease please go ahead and make the report to our office. 
• Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever  
• Tularemia 
• Equine Viral Arteritis (when submitted to out-of-state labs) 
• Eastern Equine Encephalitis (when submitted to out-of-state or private labs) 
• West Nile Virus (when submitted to out-of-state or private labs) 
• All vesicular lesions in livestock 
• Incidences of undiagnosed high mortality in livestock or poultry 
• Abortion storms in livestock 
• Undiagnosed  neurological disease in livestock 

Regulatory Update  
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“Complete 

Physical (911) 

addresses are 

required on all 

livestock 

Certificates of 

Inspection for 

consignee and 

consignor.” 
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Car Tag Program Update 

MBAH Works with Health Dept. 

M B A H  N E W S  &  V I E W S  

It’s an accepted fact that pets can provide much needed companionship to the 
elderly and those with medical conditions that restrict their mobility. Even though 
many of these individuals with special medical needs may be unable to care for a 
pet of their own, many of their caregivers have pets that provide this companion-
ship. 
 
With this in mind, the Mississippi Board of Animal Health was asked by represen-
tatives of the Mississippi Department of Health to accompany their personnel as 
they made site visits to Mississippi community colleges and Jackson State Univer-
sity. The purpose of these site visits was to identify suitable temporary locations 
for Special Medical Needs shelters during disaster evacuations. These visits in-
cluded MBAH personnel locating a nearby building that could house a pet shelter 
for animals belonging to the evacuees or their caregivers. After a list of Special 
Medical Needs facilities is determined by the MDH, the MBAH and MART will 
identify volunteers that can help setup a pet shelter at these locations. This will 
allow the evacuees and their caregivers to have peace of mind that their pets are 
cared for adequately during this stressful situation. 

 
In May 2004 the MS Board of Animal Health awarded the first “I Care for Animals” car tag 
grant to a shelter in Lincoln County.  Since that time, over $300,000 has been awarded to  
animal shelters and humane organizations around the state. 
 
The “I Care” program’s main purpose is to provide spay/neuter money to animal welfare 
agencies around the state, and at no time can the money be used for euthanasia. 
 
The Humane Society of the United States is conducting research in our state and 
has found that 109,000 animals enter Mississippi shelters each year.  MS has a 
lower than national average rate of spay/neuter and subsequently higher shelter-intake statis-
tics.  These statistics just reinforce the importance of the “I Care for Animals” program. 
 
Thank you to all the veterinarians that are working hand-in-hand with the animal organiza-
tions to make the best use of these funds in order to reduce the homeless pet population in 
the state of Mississippi. 

The MBAH will host a MART Summit May 16th-17th at Eagle Ridge  
Conference Center in Raymond.  A variety of  emergency response topics 

and training will be on the agenda.  Details coming soon... 
 



Hurricane Gustav Activates MART 
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Number of Animals in Pet-friendly Shelters 
Species Counties 

  Harrison Hinds Jackson Jones 
Lauder-
dale Oktibbeha 

Dogs 0 131 0 82 20 10 
Cats 0 26 0 21 3 2 
Birds 0 1 0 2   1 
Rabbits 0           
Guinea pigs   1         
Goats             
Pigs             

Horses   192     39 4 
Snakes 0           
Fish       1     

Evacuated shelter animals   0         
  0 351 0 106 23 56 

Many, many thanks to all the volunteers that responded and supported the pet evacuation, transportation, and shelter-
ing (PETS) during Gustav!  Since Gustav narrowly missed us we had a great “full-scale exercise.”  This was the first time 
the PETS plan was activated since its development after Hurricane Katrina.  See below for the shelter numbers on Sep-
tember 2, 2008 which was at the height of the response. 

Even though we still have a lot more to do, we can definitely be proud of what we accomplished in 2008.  The MBAH  
plans to have a MART meeting or “Summit” in the spring to discuss all things emergency.  Be looking for details in  
upcoming newsletters and on our website www.mbah.state.ms.us.  Thanks again!! 
 
          Dr. Brigid Elchos 
          Deputy State Veterinarian  

Vets, Techs & Students from MSU 
came to help at the Fairgrounds. 

Contentment?  Some dogs settled 
right in at the Fairgrounds Shelter. 

Some dogs dressed up.  The owner 
changed their clothes each day! 

http://www.mbah.state.ms.us/�


Mississippi Board of Animal Health 

P.O. Box 3889 

Jackson, MS  39207 

Phone—601-359-1170 

Fax–601-359-1177 

Effective May 19th, 2008, Sanofi Pasteur maker of 
IMOVAX Rabies (Rabies Vaccine) will temporarily only 
be available for post-exposure prophylaxis.  
 
How does this affect current rabies vaccination 
recommendations? 
 
• Pre-EP should be delayed until vaccine is available. 

It is expected that additional vaccine will be avail-
able again approximately in July 2008.  

• Persons at increased risk for rabies exposure 
should take appropriate precautions to avoid ra-
bies exposure. 

• Vaccine is available for PEP, and providers should 
consult with local/state public health department 
to ensure appropriate use of PEP.  

• General rabies awareness and prevention mes-
sages should be emphasized to avoid exposure 
(e.g., avoid wildlife contact, vaccinate pets/
livestock, capture/observe/test exposing animal, 
etc.) 

  
For more information contact Dr. Brigid Elchos at 601-
953-3800 or brigid@mdac.state.ms.us. 

 

 

Dr. Jim Watson, State Veterinarian 
Jimw@mdac.state.ms.us 

Mississippi Board of Animal Health 
P.O. Box 3889 
Jackson, MS  39207 
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