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MBAH Works with Governor Barbour

We are happy to tell you that the MBAH has accomplished another first. In March,
the MBAH provided a scenario for and participated in the 2008 Governor’s Home-
land Security Council (HSC) Seminar. The Governor’s HSC members are Directors
of the State’s agencies that respond to disasters. This type of seminar is held every
year to enable the HSC to get together and discuss response to potential disaster
scenarios that could affect Mississippi. It was hosted by the MS Office of Homeland
Security (MOHS) and held at the State’s Emergency Operations Center in Pearl. The
event was a great success. Governor Barbour and his staff expressed their ap-
preciation of the poultry industry in our State and acknowledged the im-
portance of addressing activities that will enhance the State’s disaster pre-
vention and response capabilities.

Following the Governor’s HSC Seminar, the MOHS held a Mississippi Homeland Se-
curity Conference in Tunica. The MBAH assisted with planning the conference and
provided speakers for several sessions. Topics included the PETS Act, the importance
of animal control, and food safety and security. We have enjoyed working with our
partners at MOHS and appreciate their support of our emergency management ef-
forts. The conference had a record attendance of about 1,000 people.

By Brigid Elchos, DVM

Mississippi State University Extension Service

Coordinated Access to the Research and Extension System
Mississippi Agricultural and Forestry Experiment Station

Mississippi State University Extension Service Ready for the next disaster...
We are doing a lot of bragging about the Mississippi State University (MSU) Extension
Service’s efforts to prepare for another animal/agriculture emergency. They have al-
ways been great partners but they have really gone above and beyond since Hurricane
Katrina. To date they have put together assessment teams that could be deployed al-
most immediately after a disaster, organized and trained Family and Consumer Sciences
personnel to respond to the County Emergency Management Director’s request for
assistance about food stamps and food distribution, as well as trained all of their re-
sponse personnel (and others) on the National Incident Management System. Leading
the effort has been Mr. Elmo Collum headquartered at the MSU Central Mississippi Re-
search and Extension Center. Successful disaster response to emergencies re-
quires effective partnerships so the MBAH would like to thank the MSU Extension
Service for really stepping up and becoming a vital partner in protecting the animal and
agriculture resources important to the citizens of the State of Mississippi. Well done!!
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Clarke County Pipeline Explosion

On November |, 2007, about 4:00 pm, Dr. Brigid Elchos, an emergency manager with
the MBAH, received a request through MEMA and the local EMA for ESF | | animal assis-
tance in the aftermath of a natural gas pipeline explosion in rural Clarke County.

Dr. Jim Watson and Ronnie White arrived at the Incident Command Post in the Carmi-
chael community about 8:30 pm and received a briefing from the Incident Commander,
Sheriff Todd Kemp and Eddie Ivy, an emergency manager with the city of Meridian. Two
human fatalities were reported. Approximately eight head of cattle, eleven goats and
four chickens were found dead in the pasture surrounding the pipeline and behind one of
the mobile homes that were destroyed by the explosion. At 10:00 pm, ten to twelve
head of cattle that had survived the blast and fire were observed in a hay field adjacent to
the burning pipeline. Most of the cattle, as expected, appeared to have severe burns on
their legs, face, sides, and back. The decision was made that night to locate individuals
Local cowboys that could provide cattle handling equipment and assistance in gathering the herd the
corralled the next morning for inspection.

injured cattle.

Local cattleman, Mr. Harrison Cook, coordinated with Dr. Watson to provide the
equipment, horses, and cowboys to assist in the response. Thirty four head of cattle
were corralled. Six of these animals appeared to be uninjured and were relocated.

Twenty eight animals required euthanasia due to severe burns and eight head of cattle
were found dead in the woods near the blast site. A pit was dug on the farm to provide
disposal of the dead animals.

Dr. Watson is very appreciative of the people in the Carmichael community that
stepped up to assist the MBAH in a very difficult situation. As emergency personnel
testify, all emergencies start locally. With the help of friends and concerned citi-

zens, the response to this animal emergency ended locally.
By Ronnie White

House Rules
The Dog is not allowed in the house.

Okay, the dog is allowed in the house, but only in certain rooms.
The dog is allowed in all rooms, but has to stay off the furniture.
The dog can get on the old furniture only.

Fine the dog is allowed on all the furniture, but is not allowed to sleep with
the humans on the bed.

Okay, the dog is allowed on the bed, but only by invitation.
The dog can sleep on the bed whenever he wants, but not under the covers.
The dog can sleep under the covers by invitation only.

Humans must ask permission to sleep under the covers with the dog.

MBAH NEWS & VIEWS
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Rabies: Prevention Information for a Serious Disease

Spring is here and summer is coming up fast. Unfortunately for health officials, this is when the reports
of animal bites rise due to increased contact between people and animals. Millions of Americans are
bitten every year by dogs alone. National Dog Bite Awareness Week is May 19-26, 2008.

The MBAH would like you to keep the following in mind:

*Teach children basic safety around dogs and review regularly.

*Do not approach an unfamiliar dog. Avoid direct contact with stray animals.
*Do not run from a dog and scream.

*Remain motionless (e.g., "be still like a tree") when approached by an unfamiliar dog.
*If knocked over by a dog, roll into a ball and lie still (e.g., "be still like a log").
*Do not play with a dog unless supervised by an adult.

eImmediately report stray dogs or dogs displaying unusual behavior to an adult.
*Avoid direct eye contact with a dog.

*Do not disturb a dog who is sleeping, eating, or caring for puppies.

*Do not pet a dog without allowing it to see and sniff you first.

*If bitten, immediately report the bite to an adult.

Rabies is the most dangerous agent that can be gotten from an animal bite. But rabies can be pre-
vented. The best way to prevent rabies is to make sure your pets get and stay vaccinated
against rabies!! Make sure your pet gets and wears their rabies vaccination tags. They should also
wear a tag with their name and your address and phone number.

Additional recommendations to prevent your pet from getting rabies include:

*Walk your dog on a leash. Never let them roam freely where wildlife may be present.

*Keep your pets indoors, in a fenced yard or on a leash.

*Call animal control to take wild or stray animals away, especially if you see an animal acting strangely.
*If an animal bites your pet, handle your pet carefully so you do not get bitten. Get a rabies booster
vaccination for them. Even if they have had the rabies vaccination, a booster shot will help them fight off
the disease better.

*Get your pets spayed or neutered. Pets that are fixed are less likely to leave home, become strays,
and make more stray animals.

Finally, it is common to want to rescue and nurse a hurt wild animal, but that animal may have rabies.
Call an animal control person or animal rescue group if you find a sick animal. More tips on how to
prevent you from getting rabies include:

*Bites from bats are the main source of rabies in humans in the United States today. It is possible, but
rare, that someone might be bitten by the bat and not know it. If you discover a bat in the house, espe-
cially in the room of a sleeping person or child, treat this situation as though an actual bite has oc-
curred. This is especially true if the bat is acting strangely (unusually tame).

*Never touch unfamiliar or wild animals. Enjoy wild animals from afar.

*Never adopt wild animals or bring them into your home.

*Do not try to nurse sick animals to health

*Make sure that your trash cans and pet foods are secured so that they do not attract wild animals.

*If you are bitten by an animal, tell an adult immediately! Have the adult wash the wound well with soap
and water for at least five minutes. You should then see a doctor as soon as possible for additional
evaluation of the wound.

*Have an adult contact your local animal control officer. If the animal that bit you is a pet (dog, cat, or
ferret), the animal may be watched for signs of rabies for about 10 days. If it is a wild animal, the animal

control people may need to euthanize the animal to test its brain for rabies.
By Brigid Elchos, DVM

You can get more
information on
preventing animal
bites and rabies at
the following:

www.cdc.gov

www.healthyms.com

WWW.Usps.gov

www.avima.org




Summer Westbrook and
Mandy White attended
AgERT last year.

§

The WMD Basic Agricultural Emergency Response Train-
ing course provides the responder with an overview of
agro terrorism and Chemical, Biological, Radiological, Nu-

Mississippi Board of Animal Health clear, or Explosive (CBRNE) hazards, relative to their

P.O. Box 3889 potential impact upon agricultural resources and the agri-
Jackson, MS 39207 cultural community. Lectures include response actions,
Phone—601-359-1170 epidemiology, zoonotic diseases, foreign animal diseases,

animal restraint and euthanasia, and animal carcass dis-
posal. Hands-on training provides knowledge and skills in
selecting and using Personal Protective Equipment (PPE),
conducting decontamination, using survey and monitoring
equipment, and preserving the crime scene.

Fax—601-359-1177

info@mdac.state.ms.us

Dr. Jim Watson, State Veterinarian
"

www.mbah.state.ms.us

. B

TRAINING: Necessary for MART Members

Training. Do you need it to assist during an emergency? YES! All MART volunteers need to take several
short classes. Start with IS-100. This independent study class can be found online at

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/IS/is100.asp.

The class takes 3 hours. Once you complete the class, please send your certificate of completion to Beth Adcock, P.O.
Box 3889, Jackson, MS 39207 or email it to beth@mdac.state.ms.us.

During a disaster you may work with people from all over the country. It is extremely
important we are all following the Incident Command System to ensure we can work as a
cohesive unit even though we may not have ever worked together. IS-100 introduces you

to the exact training emergency responders are receiving across the nation.

IS 100, Introduction to Incident Command System

Course Overview—Incident Command training is being developed and offered for a variety of disciplines, including
Federal Disaster Workers, Public Works, Law Enforcement, and Public Health.

Course Objectives—ICS 100, Introduction to the Incident Command System, introduces the Incident Command Sys-
tem (ICS) and provides the foundation for higher level ICS training. This course describes the history, features and prin-
ciples, and organizational structure of the Incident Command System. It also explains the relationship between ICS and

the National Incident Management System (NIMS).
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