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As encephalitis season approaches, I would like to remind everyone about reportable 
diseases.  By state law as well as regulation, there are diseases that the Board of Ani-
mal Health is required to control, and are therefore reportable to the State Veteri-
narian.   Many of the diseases on the reportable list are endemic in our state and do 
not need to be individually reported to this office.  These are diseases such as 
Anaplasmosis, BVD, and Bovine Leukemia Virus etc.  In addition any reportable dis-
ease that requires a diagnosis by the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory will get re-
ported directly to the State Veterinarians’ Office.  However, if you submit samples to  
a private or out-of-state lab, then these results do not necessarily come to the State 
Veterinarians Office, and need to be reported by you the practitioner.  Mississippi 
participates in the “National Animal Health Reporting System” or NAHRS.  Each 
month we submit whether or not the reportable diseases occurred in Mississippi, (we 
do not track the number of cases).  This information is part of a yearly report pro-
vided to all international trading partners. For a detailed list of all the reportable dis-
eases, please go to our website:  www.mbah.state.ms.us    
 
As a guide I have included a list of the diseases and conditions which are reportable.  
If in doubt about a particular disease please go ahead and make the report 
to our office. 
 
• Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever  
• Tularemia 
• Equine Viral Arteritis (when submitted to out-of-state labs) 
• Eastern Equine Encephalitis (when submitted to out-of-state or private 

labs) 
• West Nile Virus (when submitted to out-of-state or private labs) 
• All vesicular lesions in livestock 
• Incidences of undiagnosed high mortality in livestock or poultry 
• Abortion storms in livestock 
• Undiagnosed  neurological disease in livestock 
 
This information can be called, faxed or emailed to my office. 
 
You as private practitioners, along with our diagnostic laboratory system are the front 
line of defense in the war to detect new or emerging diseases, keep up the good 
work!  
       
                                                                               
 

Mississippi Board of Animal Health 
Dr. Jim Watson         Dr. Brigid Elchos                    
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On April 18th my office was notified that a confirmatory test result from the Na-
tional Veterinary Services Laboratories (NVSL) in Ames, Iowa diagnosed wilde-
beest-associated malignant catarrhal fever (MCF) in a cow from a mixed-use op-
eration in Texas.  The disease appears to have resulted from exposure to captive 
wildebeests on the same property.  One-hundred thirty-four breeding heifers 
were shipped to Illinois, Arkansas, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and 
Texas. Ultimately 5 animals in 4 states died as a result of this exposure.  Five ani-
mals from this group were shipped to Mississippi were immediately quarantined 
and were ultimately depopulated, however, none of them ever developed clinical 
signs.   

 MCF is a herpes virus, and two strains are known to exist—a sheep-associated 
strain and a wildebeest-associated strain.  Cattle can contract both strains of the 
disease from affected sheep or wildebeests, but do not spread either strain.  The 
sheep-associated strain of MCF is known to occur in the United States.  The wil-
debeest-associated strain of MCF, however, is foreign to the United States.  Both 
strains have high fatality rates in cattle.  USDA is developing action plans to pre-
vent future exposure of susceptible species to potentially infected wildebeest.   

Infection with the causative agent (AHV-1) has been documented in offspring 
born up to 80 months (6.7 years) after infection of the cow.  Multiple AHV-1 in-
fected calves (in successive years) have been born to a cow with an in-apparent 
AHV-1 infection.  Not all infected cattle develop clinical signs of MCF; some cat-
tle can develop in-apparent infections for the remainder of their lives, thereby 
risking transmission to any offspring. Therefore, all 134 exposed heifers as well as 
some additional animals at the ranch have been depopulated.   

As a result of the potential loss to the cattle industry due to this dis-
ease, an emergency rule has been filed with the Secretary of State’s 
Office requiring the registration of all wildebeest in Mississippi.  In addi-
tion, they may move only under permit from the state veterinarian.  The Board of 
Animal Health licenses exotic livestock enclosures, but had no regulations specific 
to wildebeests.  Please contact my office if you know of anyone in your area with 
wildebeests. 

Malignant Catarrhal Fever Outbreak 

M B A H  V E T  N E W S  

 It is essential that a veterinary practice have a written disaster plan that includes: 
 
1.  Emergency Relocation of animals 
2.  Medical Record back-up 
3.  Continuity of Operations 
4.  Security 
5.  Insurance and Legal Issues 
    An exert from AVMA’s Disaster Preparedness Series 



In October of 2007 the National Animal Identification System (NAIS) Implementa-
tion Plan was released by the US Department of Agriculture.  One of the strategies 
for NAIS implementation is to incorporate NAIS into the day to day operations of 
state and federal animal health officials.  We will begin to assign premises identifica-
tion numbers (PINs) to farms that are involved in the various disease programs such 
as brucellosis, tuberculosis and Johne’s.  In addition, we will be phasing in the use of 
PIN numbers on Certificates of Inspection and EIA Test Forms.   Cattle and compe-
tition or show horses are the 2 groups of livestock that have been identified as hav-
ing highest priority in getting farms registered, as these are the two groups of live-

stock with most potential to have exposure and spread of disease.   Initially we are just re-
quiring the use of full 911or physical addresses for consignors and consignees on Certificates 
of Inspection.  This will be for all livestock uses of health certificates.  You will see that the 
new forms have a place for the PIN number as well, since there is a growing need for their 
use.  There is also a growing demand for electronic certificates and use of the PIN will in-
crease speed in filling out the form.  There is no time-line for requiring the use of PINs on 
Health Certificates; it will probably take several years for that to occur.  In the meantime, 
please remember that complete physical (911) addresses are required on all live-
stock Certificates of Inspection for consignee and consignor.   It is no longer accept-
able to just have a city and state listed as the address.    As more and more producers have 
PINs, the incorporation of that number on Health Certificates will allow for rapid location of 
farms when necessary.  Certificates of Inspection continue to be the best tool available to 
animal health officials when tracking exposed or diseased animals that move into or out of 
our state.   
 
Electronic Health Certificates... 
 
A growing number of veterinarians around the country are discovering the benefits of using modern technology 
when issuing Certificates of Inspection (CVI) or filling out EIA Tests by doing it electronically.  Electronic systems 
have the advantages of providing clear  copies for clients, saving the information on the computer making it easier 
to handle certificates for repeat clients and the forms are sent electronically to the State Veterinarians’ Office 
eliminating the need for keeping up with and mailing in copies.  In addition, the GVL system incorporates digital 
photographs into the EIA forms and the equine CVI’s which the clients really like as well as the animal health offi-
cials in receiving states.  Both systems provide a mechanism for the certificates to be filled out by office personnel 
prior to being reviewed by the accredited veterinarian before being submitted and printed.   
 
Electronic CVIs are now available through two sources.  The US Department of Agriculture has an online process 
called Veterinary Services Process Streamlining (VSPS) which is free and Global Vet Link, a commercial company, 
offers CVIs and EIA Test Forms for a fee.  While it has the advantage of being free, the USDA system has the dis-
advantage  of only providing CVIs and not EIA Forms.  Also, it is only available for livestock CVIs; it does not have 
the ability to provide pet certificates.  The GVL system provides CVIs for ALL animals, EIA Test forms and soon, 
passports for horses.  The Board of Animal Health recently signed an agreement to recognize the GVL system in 
Mississippi, and the Diagnostic Lab is in the process of setting up the proper computer connectivity to provide the 
electronic EIA forms.  If you are interested in the USDA system please contact me or Dr. C.P. Nettles at the 
USDA Office for information on getting set up to use the system. You may also go to the VSPS website for in-
structions at https://vsps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/.  If you are interested in using the GVL system you may contact them 
at 515-296-0860., or go to their website at http://www.globalvetlink.com/ for fee information. 
 
           

Health Certificate (Certificate of Inspection) Update 
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Mississippi Board of Animal Health 

P.O. Box 3889 

Jackson, MS  39207 

Phone—601-359-1170 

Fax–601-359-1177 

Effective May 19th, 2008, Sanofi Pasteur maker of 
IMOVAX Rabies (Rabies Vaccine) will temporarily only 
be available for post-exposure prophylaxis.  
 
How does this affect current rabies vaccination 
recommendations? 
 
• Pre-EP should be delayed until vaccine is available. 

It is expected that additional vaccine will be avail-
able again approximately in July 2008.  

• Persons at increased risk for rabies exposure 
should take appropriate precautions to avoid ra-
bies exposure. 

• Vaccine is available for PEP, and providers should 
consult with local/state public health department 
to ensure appropriate use of PEP.  

• General rabies awareness and prevention mes-
sages should be emphasized to avoid exposure 
(e.g., avoid wildlife contact, vaccinate pets/
livestock, capture/observe/test exposing animal, 
etc.) 

  
For more information contact Dr. Brigid Elchos at 601-
953-3800 or brigid@mdac.state.ms.us. 

There are two types of positions we need to have filled. 
 
1. As part of the Veterinary Strike Team (VST) you will be deployed to the disaster site immediately after an event 
to establish support for local veterinary infrastructure and local animal shelters as requested through the ICS system.  
Your team will be integral in meeting local needs during the time before other state and federal resources are available.  
The team must be willing to leave their area and be self-sufficient up to 5 days.  This team will fall under the Veterinary 
Services Branch of the Incident Command System, lead by Dr. Carla Huston.  Dr. Huston is currently responsible for es-
tablishing minimum training standards for this team.   
Team Structure 
Teams will consist of a minimum of 3 members: a veterinarian and two animal technicians (one preferably a veterinary 
technician).  The goal is to establish a minimum of 4 Veterinary Strike Teams, two primary and two sec-
ondary. 
 
2. Veterinary Shelter Support personnel will support companion animal evacuation shelters in or out of the area in 
which they live.  These veterinary personnel would not be deployed out of their home area or have to spend great 
lengths of time in the shelters. This team will fall under the Animal Sheltering Branch of the Incident Command System. 
Dr. Brigid Elchos, with the MBAH, is currently responsible for establishing minimum training standards for this team.   
Team Structure 
Shelter support will consist of a minimum of 1 veterinarian, preferably a veterinarian and an animal technician.  The goal 
is to establish a minimum of one shelter support entity in each area where MBAH recognized animal 
shelters are located.  The priority will be on the Jackson area to support the evacuation shelter at the Fairgrounds 
and the Meridian area to support the evacuation shelter at the Highland Park Pool House, 1820 Jimmie Rogers Dr., Me-
ridian, MS 39307 
 
If you would like to join the Veterinary Response Corps, please contact Dr. Brigid Elchos at 601-953-3800 or at  
Brigid@mdac.state.ms.us  Brigid will update your contact information.  Training information will follow in the next  
newsletter. 

Wanted: Veterinarians to Join the  
Mississippi Veterinary Response Corps 

Dr. Jim Watson, State Veterinarian 
Jim@mdac.state.ms.us 
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